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At school with Ptolemaios.
Leaming Greek in Graeco-Roman Eggl:)t

Yasmine Amory
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~Ancient education
1S mainlg known
from iterarg and

historical sources.
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wh Yy Eggpt?

o The clr9 climate of Eggl:)t Preser\/ecl the
origjnal school texts, the writing tools, the

buildings, and other artefacts. ..
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wh Yy Eggpt?

o The chy climate of 'f:ggpt Preser\/ecl the

original school texts, the writing tools, the

builclings) and other artefacts. ..

o Afterthe conquest of figgpt bﬂ Alexander
the Great, Greek became the official language

]

In .Eggl:)t.
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The ancient education 535tem

Three levels, each supervisecl bg a different teacher-
1. The student learns how to write and read with the
YPOUUOXTOOLOKTKAANOC, YPXUUAKTLOTAC, or

OLOXOTKAAOC.

2. The stuclent leams the grammar, the language

and the literature with the YPOXUUAKTLKOC.

3. The student studies rhetoric and Puolic speaking

with a copLoTC or pPATWP.
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+ Shrine with the Portrait
of a bog with wri‘cing
materials (1l CE)
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ATrepyopal gis TNV oXOANV.

eiofjABov, gitTov,

Xaipe kabnynTa,

Kal qUTOS YE KATEPIATNOEY
Kol QUTNoTTAoaTO.

€mdidwoiv poi
O Trais 6 éuods

KQUTTTPOPOPOS
TVaKiSas,
BMknv ypageiwy,
Tapay paPida.

TG EUGd TOTTW
kafnuevos

Eo 1n scholam.
mtroivi, dixi:

Ave, magister,

et 1pse me osculatus est
et resalutavit.

porrexit mihi

puer meus

scriniarius

tabulas,

thecam graphiariam,
praeductorium.

loco meo
sedens

I go off to school.
I entered [and] said,
‘Hello, teacher!’

and he himself kissed me
and returned the greeting.

My [slave] boy who carries the
case of books hands

[Lat.: handed] me

writing-tablets,
a case of styluses

[Lat.: a stylus-case], a ruler.

Sitting in my place I rub out
[the previous contents of my
tablets].
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The writi ng, tools
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The writi ng, tools
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Attic cup, ca. 460 BCE
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Tablet with bronze handle (v-vI CE)
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The school consistecl OF three rooms.

The walls were Plastered in white,

thcg were Paintccl in the lower in 96”0\1\/ and red.
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There were benches along
the walls.
Students could sit on
them and rc:aclJ or stand on

and write on the walls.
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The walls contain texts written with red ink! .

: They were Plastered with gypsum, so that writing
could be washed off, like a modern whiteboard! :
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Theg contain poetry, el:)igrams N
and elegiac distichs.

hexameters
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Homer, Oclusseu,

book 4, ll. 221-223.
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Elonicr Ocjusseu, bookﬁr ” ZZ]~ZZ§

[vInmevBec axohov te kokwv emAnBov anaviwv
oc [t]o xatafipoleiev emer kpnteper pryem
- 0d av epnueproc ye Badot [ka]ta daxpv mapelw|v]

S drug) that takes away grienc and anger, and brings
Forge’mculness of every iIl. Whoever should drink this

down when it is mixed in the bowl would not let fall a

tear down his CI"!CC‘(, in the course of that clag at least”
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Homer, Oclgsseg, book =t . 221-225.

u[1]uerte, “imitate”
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Copgi ng,
EXErclises

ApXn HEYLOTN
TOD (PPOVELV

TX YPXUUOT

Figure 8.
a teacher’s model with a maxim and the copy of the
student underneath.

An early Byzantine tablet from Antinoopolis:

' Pl vy 2SR
: - _ P TSN~
AT sy T Py W - o) g i f P ) P e o A 4 FE) A Ry - b . o VT 1
S "\“ BAET G PR e AR AN A R s I : o AR 5 gy e e s o N NGRS TN i APl ST ¢ Y L. S AT b AT
- e % e I 3 5t < R a e e SAACEL S b v : Py 2 o ROV Nty A (a et 33 ‘ 3 e - « { o :
2 N AN, v o e T o 3 - iay b 7% oy . R T A PAET W (S 4 N N A )
il AN XY fo' s N 2 . 3 ’ . - o < » v s - :







—~

b Lol s i

— i DS

T T T ey gl T I OET e ATV P N I SN T

o

Qi3el iy -

e ISR,

<



At school
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At school

5. Learning the words

"§5choo|master’s model book
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At school

5. Learning the words

er’s note
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book on papyrus, VAICE @
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4. Short

sentences

At school

| COMDOYTTAPANAPOCTPO Q«QLML AN

AR AL TN T O Q) l‘."ﬂll""..&“—‘

[T

+ Wax tablet, e

T T e TP e e AR T T T R T Ty T s P .




WO L S AT 000 S L YA

%

At school

4 Short sentences
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Teacher’s notebook on papyrus,
V-VICE
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At school

> Passages of authors (usua”9 Homer)

liad, m, l. 278-285
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€V TOUTOIS

KeAeuo avTos kabnynToU

gyeipovTal

oi pikpoi

TPOS TX OTOIXEIQ,
\ \ \

Kol Tas OUAAPBas

KaTEAeCEV TOUTOIS

gis TGOV pellovwv.

&AAO1 TTPOS TOV
UTTOB18OK TV
T&Ee1 &Todidouoty,

OVOUATX Y PAPOUCTLY,

7 OTIXOUS €Y paway,
Kol €y

€V TT) TIPWOTT)

T&EeL

SUIAACY

eCeAaPov.

ETTEIT

ws gkabioapev,
S1épyopal
UTTOPVNUOTQ,
YA®COOS,
TEXVNV.

inter haec

iubente magistro
surgunt

pusilli

ad elementa,

et syllabas
praebuit eis

unus de maioribus.

ali1 ad subdoctorem

ordine reddunt,
nomina scribunt,
versus scripserunt,
et ego

in prima

classe

dictatum

excepi.

deinde

ut sedimus,
pertranseo
commentarium,
linguas,

artem.

Meanwhile,
as the teacher orders,
the little ones get up

to [practise] letters,

and one of the bigger [pupils]
gave [Gk: told] them syllables.

Others produce [their work] in
order to the teaching assistant:

they write names,

they [Gk: or they| wrote verses.
And I,

in the first

class,

received an exercise [to do].

Then,

as we were seated,

I go through the commentary
[Gk: commentaries],

word lists,

grammar.
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t school

Papgrus with conjugations
(1 CE)

declinavi
genera nominum,
partivi versum.

C——

I declined
the genders of nouns,

[ parsed a verse.
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ws 08¢ TaUT empaapev,
&TTEAUCEV

eis &pl1OTOV.

&troAubeis

ETTAVEPY OUAL €V TG OTKW.

dAAGooW, AapBAavw
&pTov kaBapov,
EAaias,

TUPOV,

oxXad1a,

KAPUQ.

Tivw

Udwp

WYuUxpov.

ut haec egimus,
dimuisit

ad prandium.
dimissus

venio domi.

muto, accipio
panem candidum,
olivas,

caseum,

caricas,

nuces.

bibo

aquam

frigidam.

When we had done these things,
[the teacher] dismissed [us]

for lunch.

Having been dismissed,

I come home.

I change [my clothes], I take
white bread,

olives,

cheese,

dried figs,

nuts.

I drink

chilled water.
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Far away From home

Alexandria,
thc great
c e O{:

leaming
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Far away From home

An auditorium in

Alexandria.
20/30 seats

The Peclestal was
magbe the bases for
a wooden lectern
for reacling texts or

c:lelivcring speeches.
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Far away 1Crom home

P.Oxy. XVIII 2190 (ca. 100 CE),

1

| etter to Theon from Alexandria:

NATICOV 0€ @]0acac KaTamAeDGUL TVYETV AAUTPDV
ayafdv, xai ti a]vti Thc mpoBuuioc Expal&]a; vOv
Yap, EMNTO |V P1AOA0YOV, Kol XalprLovo TOV Koom-
ynv kol AidJopov tov tod AprotokAéo[vc], Tap’ olg
EAmic v Kod )€ Tt katopOdoat, oOKETL &v T[]t TOAEL
‘evpov].

“For my part, I’ve lost no time 1n sailing down stream to find
distinguished... and have achieved something that repaid my eagerness.
I was looking for Philologus and Chaeremon the teacher and Didymus
the son of Aristocles as I thought that with them I too might still meet
with success, but found them no longer 1n the city.”



Far away 1Crom homc

P.Oxy. XVIIl 2190 (ca. 100 CE),
letter to Theon:

eVEAQUEVO[c] O av Eywye, elmep AElovg AOYoUL naOnynTag
gvooV, unde £€ amdmrov Atdvuov idetv, ToDTO Q-

TO ABLVU®, OTL £00EEV €ic 0VVXRELOLY TOlS AAAO[LC]
goxeo0aL ovtoc, O¢ &m Thc yhoac ®oonyeito.

“As for myself, if only I had found some decent teachers, I would pray never
to set eyes on Didymus, even from a distance - what makes me despair 1s
that this fellow who used to be a mere provincial teacher sees fit to compete
with the rest.”
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A Father’s aclvice

to his son

» POxy. 11531, Il 9-12:
Opa. UNoEvi avBpommv v Th olkig
TPOoGKpo[v]onc, aALd TOTG |
BiBAiolg cov avto povov mpocey|€]
PIAOAOY®V | Kol o’ avTdYV dvnoty
ECELC
“Take care not to offend any of

the persons at home, and give
your undivided attention to
your books, clevoting yourselmc
to lcaming and then theg will
bring you Proﬁt.”.
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P ar away From home

Anxjous Parents:

F.Oxy. X 1296 (I CE)

Avpnitog Atog AvpnMom Qpeim-

V1 T® YAVKLTAT® OV TTOTPL TOAAN
YOLPELV.

TO TPOCKLVIULA GOV TTOLM KOO’ EKAGTNV
NUEPAY TP TOiG EvOAdE Beoic. auepi-
LVn 00V, TATEP, YAPV TAV pHodnudTmv
NUAOV: GILOTOVODLEV KOl AVOYUYOLEV,
KoA\®/c Nue[i]v Eéotau. aomalopon TV un-
tépav pov Tauéay Koi Ty AdEAENV LoV
Tvepepobv kai v adeApnv uov dilodv,
domalopon Kol TOV AOEAPOV LoV
[Tateppov-

Owv kol TV adeAenVv Lov Aepuovory,
aocmalopon Kol Tov a0eA@OV nov Hpax(A )
Kol TOV A0EAPOV Lov KoAdody(1v),
aomalopon

TOV TOTEPAY oL MEAAVOV Kol TNV Unté-

Pav pov Tumecodp(1v) Koi TOV VIOV OOTHC.
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P ar away From home

Anxjous Parents:

F.Oxy. X 1296 (I CE)

Avpnitog Atog AvpnMom Qpeim-

V1 T® YAVKLTAT® OV TTOTPL TOAAN
YOLPELV.

TO TPOCKLVIULA GOV TTOLM KOO’ EKAGTNV
NUEPAY TP TOiG EvOAdE Beoic. duepi-
LV 0DV, TATEP, YAp TAV pnodnudTmy
NUGV: QIAOTOVODUEV K01 AVONVYOLEV,
KoAM®/c Nue[i]v Eéotan. aomalopon TV un-
tépav pov Tauéay Koi Ty AdEAENV LoV
Tvepepobv kai v adeApnv uov dilodv,
domalopon Kol TOV AOEAPOV LoV
[Tateppov-

Owv kol TV adeAenVv Lov Aepuovory,
aocmalopon Kol Tov a0eA@OV nov Hpax(A )
Kol TOV A0EAPOV Lov KoAdody(1v),
aomalopon

TOV TOTEPAY oL MEAAVOV Kol TNV Unté-

Pav pov Tumecodp(1v) Koi TOV VIOV OOTHC.

Aurelius Dius to Aurelius Horion my

sweetest ?ather, many greetings.

Eal

Do not be anxious, gather) about my

studies; | am industrious and take

relaxation: all will be well with me.
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“Do not be anxious, students;

be industrious and take relaxation:

19

all will be well with you!

Curious about Papgrﬁ

Write me!

uasmme amoru@ugent be
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A few references on ancient education
in Graeco-Roman Egypt:

R. Cribiore, Writing, Teachers, and Student in Graeco
Roman Egypt, Atlanta, 1996.

R. Cribiore, Gymnastic of the Mind. Greek Education in
Hellenistic and Roman Egypt, Princeton, 2001.

An ancient schoolbook:

P. Collart, “Cahier d’écolier grec d’Egypte”, in P. Collart,
Les papyrus Bouriant, Paris, 1926, p. 3-27.

Pictures available here: http://www.papyrologie.paris-

sorbonne.fr/menul/collections/pgrec/2Sorb0826.htm
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